A 


PROPOS:AL 


For the better preventing 


FRAUDS 


| IN THY : 
Collection of : the CusToMs 


OF THE 


CITY of DUBLIN. 


am 


0 


Offered in the Year 1742. 


—Ü— 


By MARTIN KIRKPATRICK, 2 
Citizen and Goldſmith. © 


— 


With a PR EFA CE. 


— 


. e 


D U-B LT N: 
Printed by RI cHARD Jams, in Dame-Streef, 1749. 


— Jl 


(3) 


* * 
v o 
a "I _— 1 
. * 
— 2 — 


— 9 
þ 4 * a. tot. th ** * Mu. Mt. Moth 1 2 — 
e R * 1 * . 
85 * 
9 . 


e 


PREFACE. 


T1 


Fellow Citizens ſeem employed about a Matter of 

the higheſt Concernment to them, that they poſſibly 
will ever be engaged in, namely, their Determination of 
a Repreſentative in Parliament, I ſhould endeavour to 
call off their Attention, and to lay before them ſome 
Matters relating to the City. Eſpecially, when what I 
have to ſay is concerning a Tranſaction which happened 
no leſs than about ſeven Years ago, and after Experience 
has convinced me, that the Generality of my-Brethren 
look on the Intereſt of this great Corporation as a Mat- 
ter of great Indifference, in which they are not particu- 
larly intereſted ; and that too many of the reſt of the 
Citizens have treated as ridiculous and vain, the Attempts 
lately made by the Commons, to render the Freemen 
more conſiderable, by reſtoring to them that Share in the 
Adminiſtration of their Revenues, and in the Diſpoſal of 
City Offices and Honours, which the Charters had given 
them, and which, I apprehend, no Law could juſtly, 
nor any Uſurpation legally, deprive them of, 

I am however certain, that as a Freeman and a Citi- 
zen, I have, or at leaſt ought to have, ſome Property in 
the Eſtate and Revenue which have been granted by his 
Majefty, or his Predeceſſors, to the Citizens of this Ho- 
nourable City. -And that however we may have been 
judged, by ſubſequent Laws, incapable of managing 
Our own Affairs, thoſe who have been intruſted with 
them, are in ſome Sort, accountable of their Admini- 

A 2 ſtration : 


T: may ap ear ſtrange, that whilſt the Minds of my 


(4) 
ſtration: Or, if this be thought too great a Preſumption, 
yet jure as a Subject to a Free Conſtitution, I muſt have 
a Right to offer at any time my Thoughts concerning any 
Thing which relates to the Conduct of thoſe whom Pro- 
vidence, or the Law, or any other Power, may have 
laced over me. ; 

Tho? I have never applied for City Honours, I have 
endeavoured to acquire, what, to a Perſon in my Stati- 
on, muſt ſtand in Stead of them, Reputation among my 
Fellows and Equals, and the Teſtimony of my own 
Conſcience, that in every Sphere of Life I have endea- 
voured to ſhew, that I had a Regard to the Publick as 
well as myſelf. 8 | | 
With theſe Diſpoſitions I entered into the Common 
Council in the Year 1741; and with a hearty Deſire to 
fulfil the Duties of that Station, I made the beſt Inqui- 
ries I was able into the Management of the City Reve- 
nues, which was then, and ſtill continues, loaded with a 
moſt monſtrous Debt. I ſuſpected that ſome Miſma- 
nagement muſt have been the Cauſe ; and I had an Op- 
portunity to examine more narrowly into that Branch 
which ariſes from the Cuſtoms, Tolls, and Petty Cuſ- 
toms, as I happened to be appointed on a Committee for 
that Service : I found that for the ſeven Years preceeding, 
that is from the Year 1735 to 1741, the neat Produce of 
the Cuſtoms only, was at a medium, no more than 9131. 

and of the laſt Year 9504. I thought the Truſt repoſed 
in the Collectors, was too great, as they accounted for 
only the groſs Sums every Week, and- had not any 
Check on them, by which means it was not impractica- 


dle for them to compound with their own Friends, or to 


fink Part of their Receipts in their own Pockets, or be 
impoſed on by any Perſons they are obliged to intruſt 

in their Abſence, . 8 
Whereupon I propoſed in the Committee, that Tick- 
ets ſhould be given them, and an Account kept of the 
Value; and that they ſhould give the Value of the Mo- 
ney by them received, in ſuch Tickets (as is done at the 
Turnpike Gates) to whomſoever they received Cuſtom 
te from; 


1 
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from; by which means it would be eaſy for the proper 
Officers at the Market-Houſe, or other Places, to exa- 
mine moſt of thoſe Tickets, and ſee whether or not they 
had paid the legal Cuſtoms.----I do not know how this 
Propoſal, which ſeemed at firſt ſo reaſonable and agree- 
able to ſeveral of the Committee, was afterwards ſo much 
flighted : The greateſt, and indeed the only Objection 
offered, was, that it was impracticable, and would not 
anſwer the Trouble and Expence, attending the iſſuing 
and Examining into the paſſing of thoſe Tickets: Upon 
which I offered to be at all that Trouble and Expence my 
ſelf, and would think it a ſufficient Compenſation, by an 
Allowance of only one half of what, by my Induſtry 
and Care, the City would get over and above the Medi- 
um which was thus ſtruck. This meeting with Objec- 
tion, I enlarged my Propoſal to the full Sum of 901. 
which was the higheſt they had received for any one Year 
of the preceeding ſeven ; and I have here offered to the 
Examination of my Fellow Citizens, my Propoſal at 
large ; and tho? it is not therein mentioned that the Col- 
leftors ſhould pay the Money to the Receiver General, I 
always expreſt it, and it was ſo underſtood by every body. 
When I firſt made it known to ſome Gentlemen of the 
Committee, they deſired I ſhould make uſe of their 
Names to the then Lord Mayor, that he would direct 
the Committee to be ſummoned to conſider it; which He 
did. They met accordingly, and ſeemed ſo well pleaſed 
with it, that the Committee was only adjourned a few 
Days fer further conſideration : When met again, one of 
them ſaid, he believed the Committee could not take it 
into conſideration, as it was not referred to them by the 
Aſſembly; and as there was to be a Poſt-Aſſembly in 
three Days, could be no great Delay, not making any 
Doubt, but if I gave in a Fctition, they would have full 
Powers. I accordingly lodged in the Office a Petition to 


the Purpoſeof the Propoſal, but it was never ſent down 


d it to moſt of them: So it reſted there. 


ro the Commons, altho* by them deſired, I having ſhew- 
1 have 
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I have indeed long ſuſpected, and I believe it has ge- 
nerally been thought by others, that the only Reaſon why. 
this Propoſal was not accepted, was my having rendered 
my ſelf obnoxious to the Board of Aldermen, by my 
Diligence in attending the Committees appointed, to ſearch 
for the Foundation of thoſe Rights and Powers, which 
the Aldermen pretended to, and which have been ſo ſtre- 
nuouſly difputed by the then Commons.----Certain it is, 
I could not find any Record or Proof 'of the Board's 
having ſuch Rights. And I accordingly did join, and 
with all my Power aſſiſt the Gentlemen who feemed to 
have taken the only probable Method of reſtoring Li- 
berty to their Fellow Citizens, by applying to the Laws” 
of my Country.-----It this was the Reaſon, it would be 
a confirmation to the World, that in the Opinion of the 
Board, Regard to the Liberties of my Fellow Citizens, 

is inconſiſtent with Regard to Publick or to Private In- 
tereſt, which I fear is indeed a Maxim too univerſally 
received; by thoſe eſpecially whoſe Intereſt depend on 
Liberties or Properties diſtinct from thoſe, who by 
Right and Law ought to be their Conſtituents and Fellow 
Citizens. | 61 | 572 

That this muſt have been the Reaſon, muſt appear to 
any one who will attend to what they are now doing. 
They are now going to veſt in one of their own Board, 
not only the Cuſtoms, but the Tolls and Petty Cuſtoms, 
upon Terms leſs advantageous to the City, than thoſe I 
propoſed. I did intend to have alſo ſubjoined to this, 
a Copy. of the Report that was ſent round to each Mem- 
ber of the Committee for their Approbation, at. their 
laſt Meeting ; but underſtanding ſome ſmall Alterations 
have been made, ſhall only defire my Fellow Citizens to 
_— it well, when in Aſſembly, before they approve 
OT it. 

] muſt leave it to you, my worthy Brethren, to con- 
ſider them : Not that I mean to preſs my Scheme on 
you, or on Our Governors. I muſt be perſuaded of the 
Impracticableneſs of any fuch Deſign-----But I * 


T7) 
think I did not act up to that Regard I owe to you, if 1 
did not give you Warning, and ſhew you by what means 
you are deceived.-----What Benefit you may reap from 
this, I cannot ſay, but what I ſhall reap from it myſelf, 
I know very well: I ſhall be conſcious I have acted the 
Part of a good Citizen, whofe Duty it is to give Warn- 
ing of all Dangers, however he may be ſure his Advice 
will ſleep in ttupid and ſlothful Ears.---<-I have too 
much Experience not to know that many are uneaſy and 
angry to be awaked from this Lethargy, and that many 
among you are Dependents upon the Board, or what is 
; worſe, are fond of your Chains, altho* you have no 
| private Intereſt in wearing them.-----But I know alſo 
f there are ſome who ſcorn any Dependence, but what the 
Love of Order, and the Neceſſity of Society impoſes on 
them Who are impatient under Oppreſſion and 
Wrong -and who will embrace any legal Opportunity 
of relieving themſelves and you. To fuch of them 
only I appeal, from ſuch only I expect an equal Judge- 
ment. That their Number may increaſe, and that 
they may at laſt prove the Majority, and be ſucceſsful 
in their Endeavours for the Recovery of your Rights 
and Properties, is the ſincere Wiſh, of, | 


My Honoured and much eſteemed Fellow Citizens, 


Tour moſt obedient humble Servant, 


MARTIN KIRKPATRICK. 


A PROPOSAL, for the better preventing Fx avps 
and Aguses in the Collecting the CusToms of the 
City of Dublin, and for Encreaſing the Revenues 
thereof ; Humbly offered, to the Right Honourable 

the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens, 

By MARTIN KIRKPATRICK, Citizen and Goldſmith, 

Sheweth, _ 


HAT whereas the Cuſtoms of this Honourable City have, 
at a Medium for the ſeven Years laſt paſt, produced year- 
3 hundred and thirteen Pounds, or thereabouts, (the laſt 
ear being Nine hundred and fifty Pounds, and the higheſt an- 
nual Produce of the ſeven) the ſaid Martin Kirkpatrick appre- 
hends with due Care and Diligence, he wil! be able to increaſe 
the Revenues thereof conſiderably, and therefore propoſes, That 
if e agree with him, to a Medium of Nine hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, for the ſeven Years next to come, he will 
require no more for his Trouble and Expenccs in ſuper- intendi 
the ſame, than the One Half of what they may ariſe to 7 
Year, over and above the ſaid Nine hundred and fifty Pounds. 
And he the ſaid Martin Kirkpatrick, {the better to enable 
him ſo to do) will at his own proper Coſt and Charges, have 
Tickets printed, for the ſeveral Avenues leading to the faid City, 
which he will deliver to the ſeveral Collectors, and take their 
Receipts for the Value ſo delivered And when they, or any of 
them want more, will always do tegam Returns of which he 
will be conſtantly ready to make ti the Committee appointed to 
take Care of the Tolls and Cuſtoms, or to the Receiver Gene- 
ral, as your Honours ſhall direct. 3 * 
Which Tickets your Collectors ſhall always give Value in, to 
any Perſon from whom they receive Cuſtom : And this he appre- 
hends will. be a great Means to prevent apy Perſons from endea- 
vouring to come into the City without paying Cuſtom, becauſe 
for the want of being able (if ig the Markets or any where elſe 
called upon) to ſhew by the Ticks they have paid it, they may 
be ſtill liable to pay; and he will endeavour frequently to prevent 
ſuch Frauds. 2 Vi: 58 
He likewiſe thinks ſuch Tickets, will be a Megns whereby 
your Collectors will be able to prevent any Perſons employed by 
or under them, from detaining any Part of the Money they may 
receive in their Abſence; as alſo moſt other Frauds heretofore 
committed by any other Per{6ns : And humbly hopes, as this is 
the firſt Aſſay of the Kind offered to you for the Increaſe of your 
Revenues, you will give him all proper Encouragement. I am, 
Gentlemen, Your Honours maſt obedient, and moſt humble Servant, 


MARTIN KIRKPATRICE, 


